CHAPTER TEN

CANCER
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Benign tumours grow slowly and Malignant tumours grow rapidly.
have a regular shape and capsule. They have irregular structures,
But they can become large and so invade adjoining tissues and often
compress things like blood vessels. release metastases.
Easy reading

Technical information

WHERE SOME COMMON TYPES OF CANCERS ORIGINATE FROM
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Sarcomas. .. Lymphomas. .. Carcinomas... Leukaemia. .
develop from fat Cancerous originate from Malignant
and muscle cells. lymphocytes. epithelial cells. blood cells.
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SECONDARIES

Metastases released into the blood or lymph, Or they travel onto other parts
are carried to the heart and then in to the of the body, like the brain or
lungs, where they may become trapped. bones and develop there.
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Metastases do not get trapped in the heart,
because there are no intricate channels,
only 4 large chambers.
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Metastases become trapped in capillary networks
due to their intricate, meandering channels.
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However, with cancer of the prostate,
metastases from this tumour frequently
become lodged in the patient's bones.
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It appears that when some tumours turn malignant, the
metastases find it easier to attach and then develop
into a secondary, at specific sites in the body.
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SOME LIKELY CAUSES OF CANCER

Chemicals such as soot, Physical damage due Inherited genetic defects may
tobacco tar and asbestos. to X rays, UV light etc. be the reason many cancers

appear to 'run' in families.

Eating too little fresh fruit, vegetables and roughage, appears
to increase the chances of acquiring certain cancer.

____________--------*————————-----—h—————------h————-----———----

Viral genes acquired following an infection, could
turn a cell malignant, by affecting the processes
involved in random gene rearrangemnt (see page 121).
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