CHAPTER ELEVEN

TRANSPLANTS
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TRANSPLANTATION CAME OF AGE DURING WORLD WAR TWO

Many of the badly burned At first, skin was taken But it invariably peeled
pilots required skin grafts. from any donor. away after a few days.
Easy reading

Technical information

Today, organ transplants are much more successful through
the advent of many anti-rejection drugs and modern tests.
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TRANSPLANT TERMINOLOGY

Autograft: When tissue (ie skin), is moved from
one part of the body to another site.

Syngraft: An organ donated from
an identical twin.

Allograft: An organ which came from a
genetically different person.

I've got
his liver! Xenograft: This is an organ taken from
f another species (ie a pig).

A donor is the person who gives an organ and
a reciplient is the person who receives it.

219



ACUTE ORGAN REJECTION

This is what would almost invariably occur,
if modern drugs and tests were not available.

This patient is just about to 10 to 14 days later, it
receive a Kidney transplant. starts to fail and dies.

T cells entering the graft, destroy it.
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SO WHY WOULD T CELLS ATTACK A HEALTHY GRAFT?

T cells entering a graft, would find that their 'hands' fitted
the 'attack' and 'defence' proteins. However no foreign
material is attached to them (see pages 85 and 115).
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There are actually small shape variations at the top of the
‘attack' and 'defence' proteins, inherited from our parents.
How we acquire these is shown on page 240.
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